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The Church exists for: 

 
Worship: to increase awareness of God’s presence 

and to celebrate God’s love 
Learning and Caring: to help people to learn and grow as Christians through 

mutual support and care 
Service: to be a good neighbour to people in need 

and challenge injustice 
Evangelism: to make more followers of Jesus Christ 

 
 
 

Priorities for the Methodist Church 
In partnership with others wherever possible, the Methodist Church will 

concentrate its prayers, resources, imagination and commitments 
 

 to proclaim and affirm its conviction of God’s love in Christ, for us and for 
all the world. 

 to renew confidence in God’s presence and action in the world and in the 
Church. 

 
 

 
As ways towards realising this priority, the Methodist Church will give 

particular attention to: 
 

 underpinning everything we do with God-centred worship and prayer; 

 supporting community development and action for justice, especially among the 
most deprived and poor - in Britain and worldwide; 

 developing confidence in evangelism and in the capacity to speak of God and 
faith in ways that make sense to all involved; 

 encouraging fresh ways of being Church; 

 nurturing a culture in the Church which is people-centred and flexible. 



Connec╬ 
 

 

 

Mumblings from the Minister 
 

Waiting for God…oh! 
 
Being told to slow down, to pause, to wait is the last thing we want to hear at this 
time of year. We want to induce Mary’s contractions even before we hear that she 
has conceived. For many people waiting appears to be a waste of time. And yet 
waiting is exactly what we are called to do during the season of Advent; wait and 
prepare. It is a time to prepare our hearts as we remember the first coming of 
Jesus at Christmas, and look forward to the second coming which could be any 
day now!  
 
The nativity story as told in Luke’s gospel, apart from being so full of song it would 
make a great musical, is also one were a sense of waiting is evident. Waiting for 
those perhaps edging towards the end of their life, and waiting for those whose life 
has barely begun. The whole opening scene of “Good News” for the world is filled 
with waiting people. 
 
Perhaps for Zechariah and Elizabeth, that waiting might appear to have been in 
vain. Childress well into their old age, perhaps they have in reality given up 
waiting on God to provide them with a long hoped for son. Only to discover that 
now there is a new kind of waiting, waiting to be able to speak the name of this 
unborn child. Waiting to be able to share their joy with relatives. 
 
For Mary, perhaps her wait is more anxious. Waiting at home for Joseph, the man 
to whom she is engaged, to return home and hear what she is sure will not be 
good news. And then waiting through her pregnancy wondering if she is up to the 
task that God has chosen her to undertake. 
. 
Last but by no means least there is Simeon, waiting on a promise he received 
from God years before. A promise that stated he would not die before he had 
beheld the one sent to save the world with his own eyes. Eyes that are now 
growing dim. 
 
And of course the waiting did not start there. The prophets have told the Jewish 
people to expect a Messiah and as a people of faith they have waited 
patiently….for centuries.  And even after Jesus’ birth we have to wait 30 years 
until the moment when John the Baptist, having prepared the way, steps back into 
the shade as Jesus assumes centre stage and the glare of the spotlight. 
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When we are asked to wait we often find it hard. We can often become resigned, 
often lose interest, often find the wait unbearable and tedious.  
 
In his 1981 song American singer Tom Petty declares 
 

The waiting is the hardest part. 
Every day you get one more yard. 

You take it on faith, you take it to the heart 
The waiting is the hardest part 

 
But what if we decided that as we wait, we will not be filled with apathy and inertia 
but with focus and activity. What if our waiting had a purpose. What if instead of 
living either in the past and what has been or in the future and what has not yet 
come, we were able to dwell in the present.  
 
What if we were able to live in the moment. What if we were able to wait in the 
here and now,  and be open to how God is working on us, in us and through us. 
Just like Zechariah and Elizabeth. Just like Mary and Joseph. Just like Simeon. 
 
As we approach this period of Advent let our waiting for God be active, let it have 
direction, let it be open ended, let us as individuals and as a family of faith be 
alert, patient and filled with hope. As we wait together in community let us 
remember Him for whom we are waiting, and as we remember Him let us create a 
space in our hearts to welcome Him when he comes, Jesus Christ our Lord, friend 
and saviour. Let us not rush through the season of Advent, after all some things, 
and this thing above everything else, is worth waiting for. 

Love and light    Rev John 
 
 

 

Christmas Angels for Care Homes 2021  
 
We started our Christmas Angels journey in 2018 with over 1,000 angels being 
donated from members of the churches plus many from friends and family 
contacts. Following a dedication service, these were given out around our town, 
including to all the care homes, several school classes, food bank recipients and 
then a large giveaway in the town centre on the weekend before Christmas Day. 
This was replicated in 2019. 
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However, due to Covid regulations, in 2020 the scale of our collection and 
distribution was restricted. Despite this, a small group managed to knit and 
crochet 400 angels creating enough to give one to every care home resident. The 
angels were delivered early as they needed to be isolated for three days in the 
care homes before being distributed. 
 
2021 has again provided many challenges but we have been able to lovingly 
create angels enough to supply every care home resident with a reminder of 
God’s love. We have been supported by members of 6 churches who have each 
‘adopted’ a care home (or two) and have created the angels specifically for that 
home.  
 

 
 
This year we also received a box of 150 beautiful angels handmade in Scotland 
by Juliet’s aunt! These were all donated to our local Food bank so that each of the 
children and families in receipt of food bank donations could receive an angel for 
Christmas. 
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Thank you to everyone who has supported us this year as we started to open up 
again. Next year we are hoping to have our dedication service again and be able 
to give angels to more groups within our community.  
 
If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a group who would benefit 
from some angels next Christmas, please get in touch with Alison Anderson or 
Jacky Vere. 
 
 

 

Welcome to Deacon Julie 
 
We have now set a date for the welcome service for Deacon Julie Morton.   
This will be on -   
Saturday January 8th @ 3pm and will be at St Nic's church on Maid Marian 
Way, as Deacon Julie's work is in the City Centre.  
 
Please do ask your congregations to put this date in their dairies as we look 
forward to formally welcoming Deacon Julie into the Nottingham North East 
Circuit.  

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Sunday 19th Dec EastSide 10.45am  Carols Rev John 
Sunday 19th Dec Central  10.30am Carols Local Arrangement 

 
 

Christmas Eve   EastSide 2pm Reflective Communion Rev John 
                               Central 11.15pm Reflection Communion  Rev John 

 
Please attend whichever one of the these Christmas Eve services is most 

suitable for you but if you can let John know that would be helpful 
 

Christmas Day Watnall Rd Baptist Church 10.15am 
St Mary Magdelene 10.00am 

 
Sunday Dec 26th Closed no services 
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Who is who in the circuit? 
 

Since the joining together of our circuit and the subsequent pandemic it may well 
be that you are not sure who makes up our circuit staff team. So over the next few 
pages let me introduce you to our various members and a little bit about them. 

 

 Rev Andrew Charlesworth                                              
Circuit Superintendent Minister 

Aspley, Awsworth, and Nuthall Methodist Churches 

A cradle Methodist, Andrew grew up in Manchester 
before studying Maths at Nottingham University and 
upon graduation started working as a Medical 
Statistician. 

When the call to ministry came, Andrew and his family (Wife – Sarah, Daughters - 
Phoebe & Abi) began the journey that first took them to study at Wesley House in 
Cambridge, before Andrew began his ministry in the Coventry and Nuneaton 
Circuit. After 8 years Andrew moved to Nottingham to continue his ministry as a 
first time Superintendent. 

Andrew continues to be excited to live out God’s call on his life to serve God’s 
people in the Methodist Church and far beyond. He deeply believes that church 
matters and doing church well matters. 

Since arriving in the area Andrew has also been appointed as one of the Deputy 
District Chairs. 

 

God in love unites us 
 

"Talking Together: Discussions regarding God in Love Unites Us report and 
resolutions 
 
Over the past few years, The Methodist church has undertaken a pilgrimage of 
faith on how we understand relationships and marriage resulting in the publication 
of the God in Love Unites us report. 
 
Pre pandemic there were numerous opportunities at a church, circuit and district 
level to enter into discussions and conversations around how the Methodist 
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Church might wish to re-think our approaches to relationships and how we might 
choose to define marriage. 
 
At the Methodist conference this year, various resolution from the God in Love 
Unites Us report were adopted, with a large majority, one of which was, to allow 
same sex marriages to take place in Methodist Churches. We realise that this has 
been greeted with joy by some and sadness by others, as a result of the 
contradictory convictions that we old on this issue. 
 
Perhaps many felt that any decision that was going to be made, would be done at 
a higher level in the Methodist Church and perhaps did not affect them directly. 
Now it does because as individual churches we are being asked to consider 
whether we, the members of Hucknall Central  and EastSide  Church, wish to 
have our buildings authorised to hold same sex marriages. Individual ministers are 
also being asked to consider whether they wish to conduct such ceremonies. The 
answer to this can be a 'yes', a 'no' or a 'not yet'. 
 
We realise that not everyone has been fully aware of this process or been able to 
attend these previous discussions. So in order to ensure all feel listened to over 
this issue and to enable us to determine the overall mood / feeling of the whole 
church, there will be a variety of opportunities to talk about this together, 
beginning at some point in the New Year. We hope this will be helpful to all of us 
as we consider this pastorally sensitive issue. More information will follow.                                             
 

Rev John 

 
 

 Rev Richard Byass                                                      
Circuit Superintendent Minister 

Arnold, Phoenix Farm, Gedling Road and St. John's 
Methodist Churches, Burton Joyce Community 
Church, and The Church on Rise Park 

Richard was born in West Africa and spent much of his 
early life there. After secondary school back in the UK he 
thought he was going to go into architectural design, but 

God had other plans and as a result of responding to a distinct call on his life, he 
ended up first at Cliff College and then in training at Manchester before entering 
circuit ministry in 2004 in Cheshire. 
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Richard is married to Becca, who happens to be the District Wellbeing Officer, and 
they have two daughters, Elizabeth and Felicity. 

Now in his third appointment (previously in North Herts.) Richard is still keen to 
bring an emphasis of pastoral care and welcome as well as seeking to enable 
people to grow together as church.  He is studying for an MTh. at the University of 
Aberdeen and hopes that that ongoing learning will encourage and develop the 
communities he is part of in the Circuit in mission, faith and fellowship. 

 
The True Meaning of Christmas 

 
In the 21st Century it's easy for the true meaning of Christmas to be hidden by 
modern commercialism.  Underneath the trappings of a commercialised Christmas 
once we have moved aside all the tinsel, Christmas wrapping paper, and 
everything else that has become to many the meaning of a modern Christmas, if 
we bother to look we can find the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
For those of us who look during this season of Advent with hope towards 
Christmas, we see that hope personified in the birth of Christ.  Not in the sanitised 
illustrations that we so often see on Christmas cards but in a dirty, smelly stable or 
cave.  This is how God's Son entered His world.  The reality for many is not as 
glamorous as the commercial depiction. 
 
I pray that you will experience the joy of the real Christmas and not simply the 
trappings of modern day commercialism.           John Pritchard 
 
 

  Rev John Wiseman     Circuit Minister 

Sherwood, Thurgarton, Ravensworth Road, 
Hucknall Central and Hucknall East Side Methodist 
Churches 

Born and brought up in the Promised Land i.e. Wigan, 
John is a former biochemist and physiotherapist who 
has lived and worked at a street clinic for destitutes in 
Calcutta, India and taught physiotherapy at a spinal injuries centre in Bangladesh. 

His ministerial training took him to Manchester, Atlanta and Cambridge (where he 
trained alongside Andrew) before being posted to his initial appointment in 
Swansea followed by a further 5 years in Poynton. 
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John enjoys trail running at a sedate pace in the Peak District and local area, has 
an extensive film collection, enjoys live music and theatre and is the author of a 
daily, often irreverent, on line blog. In 2017 as part of his sabbatical, John walked 
800km across northern Spain on the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route. 

John enjoys looking for creative ways to make the gospel message contemporary 
and compelling to the world in which we live. 

Christmas Carols 

We are at the time of year when we will sing many of our favourite carols. 
Because we are all individual and all different we will each have our favourites. My 
favourite of many years, Cradled in a manger meanly by George Stringer Rowe,  
is unfortunately hardly ever included in any of our carol services but I know that 
there are others in our congregation who find this particular carol very meaningful 
too. I prefer it to the tune of St Wilfreds 

 

Cradled in a manger, meanly, 
Laid the Son of Man His head; 

Sleeping His first earthly slumber 
Where the oxen had been fed. 

Happy were those shepherds listening 
To the holy angel’s word; 

Happy they within that stable 
Worshipping their infant Lord. 

 

Happy all who hear the message 
Of His coming from above; 

Happier still who hail His coming, 
And with praises greet His love. 

Blessèd Saviour, Christ most holy, 
In a manger Thou didst rest; 

Canst Thou stoop again, yet lower, 
And abide within my breast? 

 

Evil things are there before Thee; 
In the heart, where they have fed, 

Wilt Thou pitifully enter, 
Son of Man, and lay Thy head? 
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Enter, then, O Christ most holy; 
Make a Christmas in my heart; 
Make a heaven of my manger: 
It is heaven where Thou art. 

 

And to those who never listened 
To the message of Thy birth, 

Who have winter, but no Christmas 
Bringing them Thy peace on earth, 

Send to these the joyful tidings; 
By all people, in each home, 

Be there heard the Christmas anthem; 
Praise to God, the Christ has come! 

Barbara Pritchard 

 

 Rev Yanyan Case (Presbyterial Probationer) 

Arnold and Calverton Methodist Churches, and 
Bestwood Park Church 

Yanyan, originally from China, came to the UK in 2004 
when she was exposed to the Christian faith for the first 
time and her life has never been the same since. 

Having been deeply touched by the Gospel of Jesus, 
Yanyan’s passion is to bring the love of God through Christ to all people and to 
grow deeper discipleship with fellow believers. 

 Yanyan went to the University in Preston to do her master’s degree in human 
resource management where she met her husband Jonathan. Their Methodist 
journey started from the Central Methodist Church in Preston. Before going to The 
Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham for ministerial training, they lived in Derby for 
ten years where Yanyan trained as a Local Preacher and also obtained another 
master's degree in Missiology with Cliff College. 

Yanyan and Jonathan have a daughter Olivia (born in 2009), and apart from 
leading worship, Yanyan also enjoys singing, reading, travelling and learning 
different cultures 
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Walking the Labyrinth 

Back at the start of November, to link in 
with the COP26 summit in Glasgow, we 
were fortunate enough to be able to 
borrow the Giant Labyrinth from 
Southwell Minster. 

This was set up at Central, at Nuthall 
and at Sherwood and allowed people to 
engage with the spiritual practice of 
walking the labyrinth but also to think, 
pray and then hopefully act on the issues 
of climate change. 

As we walked, there were five points of reflection, where we had the chance to 
stop and pray for area of the world affected, the beauty and wonder of creation, 
the reasons why things are going wrong, people who were actively engaged in 
promoting change and three ways we could change our lifestyle to make a 
positive difference. Hopefully you got the chance somewhere in the circuit to walk, 
think, pray and then act. 

 

Schools Work within our circuit 
  
Over the last couple of years I have managed to keep contact with the local 
schools that I had previously been working with in delivering assemblies and acts 
of worship, namely National Primary, Edgewood Primary and National Academy. 
  
During periods of lockdown the provision of materials and assemblies became 
digital, with a bank of pre-recorded assemblies for various age groups being 
written and recorded, and sent to schools to be shown in classrooms and shared 
with families at home too. These assemblies have covered a whole host of 
themes from seasonal content, through to thinking about prayer, perseverance, 
hope, joy, compassion... and a fair few more! 
  
Once society returned to a relative normality and schools were able to ease 
restrictions and welcome visitors once again I have returned to delivering monthly 
assemblies at National primary, as well as supporting them in other areas 
including assisting with their bible presentation to their 60 new reception pupils. 
Edgewood Primary has continued to receive these assemblies digitally as they are 
still cautious about having in guest speakers and full-school gatherings.  
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It is likely that this practice of recording my assemblies will continue moving 
forwards to provide a fuller resource for schools to access as needed. Should any 
teachers need some resources, or anyone want to see the sorts of assemblies on 
offer, they can be found at www.remarcable.me.uk/assembly-resources ... This 
year's Christmas offering is currently in the process of being written and recorded 
as I type, so should be available by the time you read this! 
  
National Academy have welcomed the chaplaincy team back on site, and I have 
been working closely with other members of the team and the new employed 
chaplain to plan and deliver weekly assemblies in classrooms, larger collective 
acts of worship, visited for their prayer week and was part of the welcome service 
for the new year 7's in September. We're also in the process of planning a week of 
mission, and a couple of guest speakers to come and share their stories and 
thoughts on Christianity with the school. 
  
I have the privilege of representing Central as part of the National Family 
Chaplaincy team, a team made up of those from the local churches who serve in 
National Academy and its feeder schools.  
 
Through this the digital assemblies I have provided have reached other schools 
both locally (including Linby Primary) and further afield through word of mouth and 
the other schools that the team serve. As we work as a team to look at how we 
support the schools, the conversation is also wider thinking in how we can best 
serve the young people in our town together outside of school. 
 
There are plenty of opportunities for me to get involved. Thank you for continuing 
to support me to represent our church and the Kingdom in this area of mission. 
Thank you for your prayers and excitement for seeing what God wants to do in 
and around the schools in our town. 

Marc Williams Circuit Youth Worker 
 

 
 
Deacon Helen Snowball                                                   
Gedling Road, St. John's and Phoenix Farm 
Methodist Churches and also working with The Ark 
Community Centre, job club, food bank and 
hopefully some projects in the future 

Deacon Helen Snowball was born and raised in 
Darlington, Co Durham, with two sisters and a labrador. 
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After 6 years working in London as a secretary, she returned to Darlington and 
worked for Lloyds TSB and then a Turkish property developer. 

An accredited local preacher, she finally listened to God’s call, and candidated to 
become a deacon, and began ministerial training at The Queen's Foundation, 
Birmingham in September 2017. 

She was stationed to Nottingham from September 2019, predominantly working 
with Gedling Road and Phoenix Farm Methodist Churches, and has felt very much 
welcomed in the circuit. 

As a deacon, she enjoys being a member of the Religious Order and the daily 
rhythm of their rule of life and their daily prayers, but she also enjoys reading, 
eating out, watching movies and is especially enjoying her first years in ministry 
here in Nottingham.  

 

Let’s have a little charity in 2022 
  

Charity Shops, you either love ‘em or hate ‘em.  How many of us moan when a 
favourite shop or bank closes on the High Street, “oh no” we say “it will be another 
charity shop now”?  I can immediately think of five in Hucknall, maybe there are 
more.   
 
In the 1980’s I helped as a volunteer in Barnardo’s shop on the High Street, and 
recently I have been helping out as a volunteer at the Sue Ryder charity shop on 
Hucknall marketplace.  But where did they begin? 
 
History of the charity shop 
 
In 1766 a granary was set up in Bamborough Castle selling subsidised grain to 
the poor in Northumberland, progressing 30 years later to selling cheap meals and 
everyday necessities, this is the earliest forerunner of charity shops I can find. 
 
One hundred years later the Salvation Army started selling second-hand clothing 
to struggling families.  This progressed in the 1890’s to a collection service of 
goods from the rich for recycling which also aimed to create employment for the 
destitute who worked to collect and recycle the goods in return for lodgings. They 
also received a small wage usually paid in specially made coins that could only be 
redeemed in certain shops to avoid the recipient being tempted into using the 
money inappropriately. They were known as Elevators. 
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In 1899 a shop selling goods made by visually impaired people was opened by 
the Wolverhampton Society for the Blind (now called the Beacon Centre for the 
Blind) which raised money for their Society.   
 
1937 saw the opening of the Edinburgh University settlement “Thrift Shop for 
Everyone” in Edinburgh, and at 17 Old Bond Street, London in 1941 the Red 
Cross opened its first charity shop.  A condition of the shop licence by the Board 
of Trade was that all proceeds from sales had to be passed to the Duke of 
Gloucester’s Red Cross or the St. John Fund.  In those days the shop owners did 
not charge rent, and in some cases paid the costs of heating and lighting.  
However, there is a plaque outside the Oxfam shop in Broad Street, Oxford, 
claiming that it is the oldest charity shop, one that began trading in December 
1947.  Like everything else, the deeper you delve the more information comes to 
light and sometimes this is conflicting. 
 
Sue Ryder 
 
Sue Ryder charity shops began in the 1950’s, the first shop being in London, but 
who was Sue Ryder and who does the charity help? 
 
Briefly, Sue Ryder was born Margaret Susan Ryder on 3 July 1924 in Leeds.  She 
married Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC in 1959.  During her life she became 
Baroness Ryder of Warsaw, a title bestowed upon her because of all her 
charitable work in Poland.  Upon her husband becoming Lord Cheshire – he was 
the founder of the UK charity Leonard Cheshire Disability – she became Lady 
Cheshire.  They were both Roman Catholic converts.  Lady Ryder was a 
humanitarian whose mission was to alleviate suffering, amongst her many good 
works she created homes for people who were damaged by trauma and injury 
experienced during the Second World War.   
 
Her motto in life was “Do what you can for the person in front of you”.  She died on 
2 November 2000. A plaque was unveiled to the couple in St Mary’s church, 
Cavendish in 2006 inscribed with a prayer the couple wrote together: 

Thou hast called us, O Lord, and we have found Thee 
In the poor, the unwanted, and the suffering 

And there we will serve Thee 
Unto death 

 
Sue Ryder charity shops are only a very small part of the fundraising efforts 
needed to carry on her work today. The charity specialises in palliative and 
neurological care and bereavement counseling.   
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There are around 15,000 volunteers working for the charity from all walks of life 
and for many different reasons and in many ways.  Sue Ryder charity set up a 
Prison Volunteer Programme in 2006 which offers volunteering placements for 
prisoners in their shops and central offices, working with offenders from over 35 
open and closed UK prisons.  Many of the PVP volunteers have said the program 
played a key role in helping secure a job after their release. 
 
Purpose 
 
Times have moved on greatly.  Charity shoppers now come from all walks of life, 
although, as was their original intention, we do provide a life-line for those 
struggling to make ends meet. However, the charity shopper nowadays is also 
one who likes a bargain, wants to save the planet, or just likes a good browse – 
where else would you find such an eclectic range of goods.  
 
Most charity shops sell new products too; it’s an ideal place to buy your Christmas 
Cards to help support the charity.  There are plenty of clothes suitable for all 
occasions, some brand new with their original tags on at very reasonable prices. It 
is also an ideal place to find cheap fancy dress i.e., men’s braces and caps for 
1940’s themed weddings and events, prom dresses and kids fancy dress and play 
and party clothes.  
 People who like “brands” can find them at a reasonable price. Hucknall Sue 
Ryder is now selling pre-loved furniture and electrical refurbished goods such as 
washers and fridges with a 6 month guarantee included in the price.  
 
Technology 
 
Charities have embraced technology, setting up online shops, Facebook pages 
etc.  Oxfam claims to be the forerunner of charity shops to go online and in 2007 
offered 50,000 goods rising to 120,000 by 2008.  Other sites such as Ebay are 
used by charities too. 
 
Charity shop gift card 
 
The Charity Retail Association has now launched a National Charity Shop Gift 
Card, the customer decides the amount of money to put on the card which can 
then be redeemed in any participating charity shop.  This is a new venture set up 
in October 2021 therefore not widespread at the moment. 
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Recycle / Reuse 
 
The following points re the role of charity shops in re-use/recycling are  taken from 
the Charities Retail Association Website: 
 
Re-use is one of the highest points on the waste hierarchy. Charity shops provide 
a sustainable and ethical option when they wish to dispose of unwanted clothes, 
books, furniture and other household items. A charity shop’s first choice is always 
to ensure these items are re-used by selling them on. 
 
The next most sustainable option is to recycle. If a charity shop cannot sell an 
item, they will seek to recycle it via a textile recycler. Charity shops are able to 
reuse or recycle more than 90% of donated clothing, over 90% of donated books 
and 85% of donated electrical goods. 
 
By boosting re-use and recycling, charity retail helps to reduce waste that ends up 
in landfill. In 2018/19, 339,000 tonnes of textiles alone were kept out of landfill as 
a result of UK charity retail.” 
 
 
Next time you are in town, pop into a charity shop, you may be surprised at just 
what you may find!                                                           Brenda Roworth 
 
 

  Deacon Jenny Jones.                                             
Serving the LGBTQ+ community in Nottingham and 
working alongside the poor on The Meadows 

Jenny is married to Alistair (Ali) a Presbyter in the 
Nottingham Trent Valley Circuit. She has three children, 
two step-children and four grandchildren. A cradle 
Methodist she spent the first 50 years of her life in 
London. 

Her background is in finance, but she developed a 
passion for helping young people understand the skills needed for adult life (i.e. 
how their learning related to the outside world).  

Whilst working for a charity and preparing a Lottery bid she met the local Deacon 
and immediately knew where God had been calling her for years. 
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Jenny trained at The Queen's Foundation, Birmingham and her first diaconal 
appointment was in Leeds before she moved to Nottingham in 2017. In Leeds she 
worked closely with the Council on financial inclusion and welfare reform. 

Jenny loves spending time with her grandchildren even though they live in 
Manchester and Southampton. She is also passionate about gardening. 

 

Christmas preparations 
 

Christmas is on its way, well isn’t it always, time doesn’t stand still so we are 
always moving towards the next Christmas. 
 
Through a child’s eyes the nearer we get to Christmas the further away it seems  
– is it Christmas yet? - right up to Christmas Eve.  However, the older we get the 
opposite seems to happen, it’s very true that old saying, “the older you get the 
quicker time flies”.  One minute you seem to have your whole life in front of you 
and then -  poof – 10, 20 years have gone by, where did the time go you wonder?  
What have we achieved, what did we want to do but never had the time, heart-
breaking sometimes just to think of things we never actually got round to doing? 
 
As we approach advent, the run up to Christmas activities start, we get back into 
the swing of things, we look forward, and we have a focal point.   
After the Christmas celebrations die down we approach the New Year – a blank 
canvas to make our own, so, let’s make a new start, let’s be positive about the 
future and look ahead to better times, who knows what will happen – leave it in 
the maker’s hands, He has a plan, and He is working it out. 
 
This poem by Iris Hesselden conveys a positive attitude to the New Year. 
 

WISHES FOR THE YEAR 
Enjoy the year that lies ahead 

Whatever it may hold, 
And open wide your arms to life, 

Be curious and bold. 
Be brave and be courageous too 
And take the path which climbs, 

And leave behind the shadowed vale 
To seek for brighter times. 
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Reach out towards each lovely thing – 
The world has much to give, 

And find throughout the coming year 
New strength to love and live. 

And should some darker days appear, 
May there be guiding hands, 

A voice to comfort and to cheer, 
A friend who understands. 

 
 

May all the special gifts of life 
Be yours through every day, 

And tranquil moments touch your heart 
As love lights up your way. 

Brenda Roworth 
 

  Deacon Julie Morton                                                         
Beginning new work in the City Centre by identifying 
the needs of those who are living on the margins of 
society. 

Julie has one daughter and two grandchildren who are 4 
and 5 years old. She is originally from Barnsley in South 
Yorkshire and since leaving Barnsley has lived in a 
variety of places alongside her late husband Gordon, 
who was a Methodist Minister. 

She was employed by the Health Service, mainly in HR, for the first 14 years of 
her working life and has had a number of different jobs since, including working for 
Action for Children where she was the Office Manager of a Sure Start program, a 
Recruitment Co-coordinator for a Job Skills program, and later a Job Skills tutor. 

Julie is passionate about being alongside people who find life tough, as she was 
on the Job Skills programmers, and helping them to see that they do have hope. It 
was this passion which first formed the basis of her call to the Diaconal Order. 

Julie trained for the ministry part time at St John’s University in York whilst also 
working for the York Circuit. Her first appointment was in Telford where she spent 
7 years doing pioneer work on a new housing development whilst also working 
with 5 Methodist churches. 
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She enjoys playing the Djembe drum when possible, doing bible journaling and 
walking her dog Big Mac! 

 
 

 GDPR – What is it, why do we have to follow it, what do we need 
to do and how will the circuit help?  
 
GDPR is a phrase you may well have heard being 
bandied around since May 2018.  And you may well 
have wondered what it is and what on earth has it to 
do with the church? 
 
So what is GDPR? 
GDPR – stands for General Data Protection 

Regulation and this was legislation which came into force in the UK in May 2018 
along with the Data Protection Law 2018.  Essentially what this means is that 
Managing Trustees have a legal obligation to conform to Data Protection 
Legislation and to follow GDPR. 
Put simply – it is to do with the data we hold about people, where we hold it, why 
we hold it, who has access to it and how long we hold it for.  This will include 
things like names, addresses, phone numbers, email addresses etc.   
All of this data of course helps us to function as a church, to communicate and to 
care for each other. 
So why do have to follow GDPR? 
The 1950 European Convention on Human Rights states that “Everyone has the 
right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence.” It 
is from this that legislation to protect this basic human right has evolved.  I am 
sure that we have all at some time received a phone call or some post or an email 
from some random company and wondered, “How on earth did they get my 
contact details?”  As Managing Trustees of a caring church, respectful of people’s 
human rights, we hope that you can see why we have a duty comply with this 
legislation. 
 
So what do we have to do? 
As Managing Trustees we need to be aware of our responsibilities, and then of 
course ensure that we put them into practice.  To help us do this we will have to 
complete an annual GDPR checklist in much the same way as we review our 
safeguarding policies annually or complete our church return or do the October 
count.   
 
 

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
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So what help can the Circuit offer? 
As a Circuit we realise that this looks quite daunting and so we will do whatever 
we can to help.  In the first instance we are planning a series of monthly 
information sessions beginning in January (starting on zoom, but then hopefully in 
person) looking at the Annual GDPR Checklist in manageable chunks!   
 
We will also get together the relevant documents you need either in paper form or 
in electronic form. The first time we complete this checklist will, of course, be the 
most difficult and most time consuming, but after that, we are sure that this will be 
easier as we will know what we have to do, and Data Protection will (hopefully!) 
become part of our church’s DNA.  So keep your eyes out for information coming 
through in the New Year! 
 
Whilst it is the Managing Trustees who have the legal responsibility for Data 
Protection, just as in the same way as we all have a part to play in safeguarding, 
we all have a part to play in looking after each other’s data.  Just remember how 
you feel when you receive that unwelcome phone call, or if your personal details 
are shared without your consent. 
We look forward to working on this together. 
 

Cath Smith (on behalf of the circuit) 
 

 Marc Williamson   Circuit Youth Worker 

Marc works closely with Nuthall, Hucknall Central and 
Hucknall East Side Methodist Churches, and supports 
schools associated with the churches in the former 
Nottingham North circuit through chaplaincy and 
assemblies (amongst other things). 

Born and raised in East Anglia, Marc has worked for 
churches since leaving school, having spent time working 

for the Church of England in Buckinghamshire and The Church of Scotland and 
an independent church in Glasgow. 

Returning to England after 10 years in Scotland, Marc moved to Nottingham North 
to work with the Circuit in September 2016 with his wife Suzanne and 2 children, 
Micah (born 2014) and Eliana (born 2016). 

Marc enjoys music, film, reading, photography, computers and technology, sport, 
food, coffee and a whole host of other things! 
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Marc’s vision is to see the young people of the circuit deepen their faith, get 
excited about worship, equipped for mission and ready to share the Gospel with 
their friends. 

Shoeboxes 2021 
 

What a great effort this year's shoeboxes turned out 
to be.  We checked and processed one thousand 
more than last year here in Nottingham.  How good is 
that when we are still in the grips of a pandemic? 
 
Andy from ShoeAid generously let us use their 
building in Basford.    
Our first day started with a re-cap and update of the 
rules as appropriate – sweets this year had to be 
dated June 2022, not March 2022 as last year 

because of the delays in transport due to Covid.  
 
And a lovely uplifting story from Wendy our team leader – Dave Cooke (the 
founder of Teams4U) Having hailed a taxi on arrival in Russia, the taxi driver said 
to him “you’re Dave Cooke aren’t you”.  Bemused Dave acknowledged him, and 
the driver said that a few years previous he had been in jail and whilst he was in 
jail Dave had given out shoeboxes and he had been a recipient.  He had been so 
overwhelmed by the kindness shown to him it turned his life around and, on his 
release, he was determined to better himself and now ran his own taxi business.  
You never know just what a simple act of kindness can do! 
 
At first the shoeboxes were slow to come in, so we all knuckled in helping Andy 
sort shoes.  There is plenty of work to be done there if anyone wants to volunteer.   
 
Once we were properly up and running it became quite a busy hub of activity – 
however we worked to Covid rules with systems used and working areas being 
placed accordingly and we wore masks at all times.   
 
We are very respectful of the fact that each box is a “box of love” filled with items 
the giver wants a child to receive and we try to keep the boxes as near to this as 
possible.  However, we do have to recognise that some boxes are “light” or 
perhaps have no crayons or drawing/paper, or maybe no toy or gloves so these 
are added.   
 
A box should not “rattle”.  Sometimes items in the boxes contravene regulations 
and these have to be removed and replaced with something else.  A 400ml bottle 
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of washing up liquid in the “home” boxes or large bottle of shampoo/shower gel 
would make an awful mess through many boxes should they leak so they are 
removed and replaced with a suitable item.  War related toys and books with 
words are not suitable.   
 
If the giver has not included a greeting/Christmas card then we add one, 
unfortunately we cannot send religious cards as we do not know the religion of the 
child receiving the box. We had loads of fillers, the WI had knitted 3,000 items for 
us – bags, gloves, hats, scarves and hand puppets.  We all collect throughout the 
year and have items donated to us from various sources culminating in a large 
range of goodies to rummage through when the need arises.   
 
On our last checking day someone donated the postage for 50 more shoeboxes 
so we all set to making up a few more boxes each.  The boxes are then put in 
cartons and taken to a distribution centre for onward transmission 
 
In Nottingham alone, we have processed 3175 shoeboxes and the current figure 
nationally is 63,151 with more still to be added – a marvellous effort.  Thank you 
so much for your continued support making all this possible. 

Wendy would be happy to speak to any groups about the shoebox appeal, leaflets 
are available if you would like to hand any out to encourage others to join the 
appeal.  Teams4U actively support impoverished people in many ways other than 
shoeboxes, their website is full of interesting information and worth a browse at 
Home-Teams4u. 

In the next edition we will discover which countries  the shoe boxes actually go to                  
Brenda Roworth 

 Cath Smith   Circuit administrator and Pastoral 
worker at Aspley and Ravensworth Road Methodist 
Churches 

Born in Sheffield, Cath remains a Yorkshire ‘Gal’ at 
heart despite living in the East Midlands since starting 
at Leicester University in 1983. 

She met her husband Nigel there and they have been 
blessed with two grown up children and a new 
daughter-in-law. Cath feels that she is now at that point 

of life where she learns more from her children than they learn from her! 
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Part of the Methodist Church all her life it was a huge privilege to begin working 
for the church in 2014, firstly as circuit administrator and also in the last two years 
as a church pastoral worker. To her great surprise*, Cath was accredited as a 
local preacher in 2014. 

Cath always seeks to bring people closer to God, whether that is through different 
forms of worship or walking alongside them in their pastoral need.  

In 2022 Cath’s role will be changing and will see her take up more of an 
administrative role within the circuit 

 
EastSide: Youth work 

 
We are so thankful for all your support of chocolates and donations and for all 
your prayers during the time we were unable to run the clubs. It turned out to be a 
great opportunity to get to know parents better and to talk to new young people 
who didn’t come to club at that point.     
 
Club resumed in the summer but due to restrictions it took 
place outside on Butlers Hill park – weather permitting.  
                             
Activities included obstacle races on the bigger play 
equipment, games, artwork including chalking on paths, 
football and other ball games. 
 
 
This was also another chance to meet families on the park 

who didn’t know about club. 
We also met a few of the older 
members that don’t come any longer and to have a 
good catch up and a kick around with them. 
 
 
We returned to the Eastside building in Sept as 
restrictions eased a little just in time for the change in 
weather and the dark nights. 
 
 

 
Both groups have been running as normal since then. We have a few new 
members in both groups which is great and also several who were previously in 
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the younger Kids Club started secondary school and September so it’s great that 
they have now moved up to the older Youth Group. 
 
As you all know we all like food related activities. 
  
In the summer we had a barbeque for the Youth Group to celebrate Ryan’s 16th 
birthday and also Jace’s birthday which are only a few days apart and also Kian 
(end of year 12) and Ryan’s (end of year 11) exam results. Kian is now in Year 13 
(final year of sixth form) and Ryan is now at Basford Hall college. 
 
Let’s just say we got through a few burgers and hot dogs. 
The main party game for the night was pass the giant pigs – they are inflatable so 
no good for the barbeque. 
 
On the nearest Wednesday to Bonfire Night, we had fireworks, sparklers, hot 
dogs, mushy peas and hot chocolate. This was funded by the collecting tin in 
Bestwood Stores. We are very grateful for their ongoing support and of course the 
support of our local community who fill the tin on a very regular basis. 
 

 
 
In the last few weeks we have celebrated Kian’s 
18th.  
As you know Kian’s birthday always used to fall 
every year when we were at 3Generate but no 
weekend away for him this year, but we still had to 
have a party.  
 

We also celebrated Oscar’s birthdays last week, he broke with tradition and 
bought his own cake just to make sure we had a bit of a party. 
 
We would appreciate your ongoing prayers especially with some of our older 
members who have just completed mock exams and are currently studying for 
final school and college exams in the summer. 
 
Finally, the leaders and all our young people would like to wish everyone a 
peaceful, blessed and safe Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022. 
 

Kim, Dave, Gill, Alison and Marc 
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  Rev Nikki Bates The Church on Rise Park 
(and Bestwood Emmanuel and St Mark) 

Nikki is married to Tony, and they have 2 grown up 
sons and 3 Persian cats. 

Nikki came to faith in 2003 through the Alpha Course, 
and went from Alpha to Ordinand in 6 years, training 
for ordination at Trinity College Bristol. Tony gave up 
his work to go to Bristol and has volunteered at Nikki's 
side ever since. 

They returned to their "home" diocese of Lincoln for curacy and Nikki's first 
incumbency at Christ Church Stamford. 

Nikki and Tony started to discern God's calling to Nottingham in 2018, and are 
excited to be in Nottingham for "such a time as this," and to join with us all and 
with all that God is doing. 

 

Almost there… 

So there we go almost at the end. Hopefully you have found something interesting 
to read in this slightly revamped edition of the Church magazine, one that I hope 
will help to ‘connect’ our families of faith at Central and EastSide as well as giving 
good news of what we are doing in the communities in which we live. 

I am hoping that in the next edition we will discover a little bit… 

 Where our shoeboxes end up? 

 News about the new kitchen refurbishment at EastSide 

 The vision plans for our two locations 

Plus whatever you want to send me.  

 

Please ensure that any articles are submitted directly to Reverend John Wiseman 
by e mail (jwiserev@hotmail.co.uk) or via post by10th Feb 2022 

 
 
 

mailto:jwiserev@hotmail.co.uk
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The Purpose of Christmas 

 
Just one week before Christmas 
Once prayers have been heard, 

The people were scurrying 
To get out God's word. 

 
The hymns were being sung 

To Holy God above, 
In thanks for Him sending, 
Jesus Christ and His love. 

 
Christmas brings remembrance 

Of family and friends, 
And the importance of our sharing 

A love without end. 
 

Our blessings are too numerous, 
Our hearts filled with joy, 

Yet our eyes have often drifted 
Away from our Lord! 

 
The Christmas season brings forth 

The best in most souls, 
To help those less fortunate 

And lighten their load. 
 

Salvation was offered 
For all to receive, 

If only each person 
Would listen, heed and believe. 

 
So if you don't know Him 
Down deep in your soul, 

Just ask Him to save you, 
You'll be changed and made whole. 

 
By Cheryl White (slightly adapted by Barbara Pritchard) 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


