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MUMBLINGS FROM THE MANSE 
 

This Advent many people from within our church family have been engaged with a 
couple of activities that have hopefully like Mary encouraged us to ‘ponder these 
things’ in our hearts. 
 
The first has been the Advent liturgy that we have been using each Sunday in our 
acts of worship. It is one that has been produced using material from the 
Methodist Church, by one of NNE’s local preachers Ian Pickering, who is based 
over in Rise Park. It is a liturgy which goes against a view often expressed in the 
world that there is ‘No’ room. Instead this liturgy emphasises that in fact within the 
kingdom of God, there is always room. Room for YOU, ME, US, ALL. 
 
Over the four weeks of Advent, as we have used and prayed this liturgy we have 
seen that there is room for all ages and genders, room for difference, room for 
refugees, room for those experiencing poverty, room for all of creation, room for 
revelation and room for you and me. My question for all of us  today, caught up as 
we might well be in the frantic last days in the build up to Christmas, have we and 
can we find room in our lives...for God? 
 
The second has been the booklet of Advent reflections called ‘Putting Christ back 
into Christmas which has been put together by the circuit staff team. I know from 
comments I have heard just how much people have been enjoying following these 
reflections either as individuals or by joining a discussion group to share thoughts, 
insights, revelations and memories from such informal chats. There has also been 
an awful lot of laughter shared too which is always a good thing to experience.  
 
Each reflection has also been something of a mystery trying to work out just which 
member of the staff team has written which reflection. Sometimes the author is 
easy to spot (my Mam and anything to do with Yorkshire often give the game 
away). On other occasions people have lost their entire life savings 
(metaphorically speaking) by being sure they knew who had written a particular 
piece only to discover that they had been totally wrong! 
 
By simply inviting people to discuss rather than reveal how much or little of the 
bible we are familiar with, we hope that this has created a safe space for people to 
come along, to contribute or simply to sit and listen to what others are thinking 
After all around the tables where people gather to share their faith, with all its 
certainty, questions and even doubts, there is indeed room for everyone. 
 
May the peace of the Christ Child be with you all this Christmas. 

Love and light, Rev John 



Connec╬ 
 

A MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 

Dear All, 
This is my attempt to reflect on the last four months since I joined this circuit as a 
student Presbyter. It is difficult to even begin to describe my experience verbally 
let alone put it into one side of A4, Arial 14 font. 
 
Without really knowing what to expect, it has certainly exceeded any expectations 
and continues to do so every day. Always enthusiastic, and never one to stand 
still, John did have to remind me quite early on that we had two years together 
and I did not have to try and do everything in that first week. 
  
The opportunity to have two years across a circuit is a gift, enabling me to 
discover so much more of ministry. To explore the diversity of the communities, 
churches and congregations and the range of ministries they offer. Working 
alongside the wonderful members of the team and experiencing the different gifts, 
talents and personality they bring to their ministry (Whilst stealing borrowing lots of 
good ideas I can use in the future.)  
 
Participating, rolling up my sleeves and actually getting stuck in, knowing I am 
here for a while and not just dipping in and out. Building up relationships, hearing 
people’s stories, being alongside people in the ups and downs of life, and 
hopefully at some point learning everyone’s names.  
 
Sometimes I come home and feel like I have not been to work and that is because 
so many aspects of ministry, in particular spending time with people, does not feel 
like “job” it feels like an absolute privilege.  
I loved my time as a Teaching Assistant and I did wonder how I would feel having 
left that role. The truth is I have never looked back because time spent in this 
circuit feels “right.” I am absolutely certain that this is what God has called me to 
do and this is where He wants me to be. And that is a wonderful affirmation during 
this process of ministerial formation and discernment. 
  
Having John as my supervisor has been a real blessing,(NB several large 
incentives were offered to obtain this comment)  a minister who I aspire to be like, 
and a sense of humour I can completely get on board with. This circuit already 
feels like home, I have been warmly welcomed and shown generous hospitality 
everywhere I have been.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all, wish you a very happy 
Christmas, and I very much look forward to the next few months. 
 

Many blessings, Nikki Geeson 
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CHRISTMAS WITH BESTWOOD MALE VOICE CHOIR 
 
All choirs tend to be busy at Christmas, and Bestwood are no different.  Christmas 
for most of us is an exciting time of the year and it gives us a chance at Bestwood 
to appear in other outfits rather than the choir uniform, namely Christmas jumpers 
and hats. 
 
The choir's programme includes singing at the turning on of the lights at Bestwood 
village; singing at Woolsthorpe Park Christmas Market; at the Masonic Lodge, 
Mansfield; John Lewis department store in the Victoria Centre; Bestwood Parish 
Church; and last but by no means least, at our friends at Hucknall URC church on 
Tuesday 20th December at 7.15pm, to which you are all invited.  There is no 
charge and no tickets required. 
 
As you can see, Bestwood like many other choirs are very busy at this time of the 
year but I pray that you and Bestwood will remember the reason for the season. 
 
Finally, I'm sure that many of you know that my favourite Christmas Carol, 
although these days very rarely sung, is No. 197 in StF, Cradled in a Manger 
Meanly, to the tune St Winifred which has some wonderful words which I would 
heartily recommend that you read. 
 
Should any man reading this fancy trying their hand at singing (no audition 
required) then please contact me. 

 
Christmas Blessings,   John Pritchard  

 
 

SHOEBOXES 2022 ( pt 1) 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped me in any way to send off 290 
Christmas shoeboxes. The photo shows the boxes being collected from our 
garage to be taken to the Nottingham warehouse where they would be loaded 
onto a container to begin their long journey to Eastern Europe. 
 
It would not be possible to do these boxes without the help and support of so 
many people throughout the year all adding their bit of love to every box. The 
wonderful donations of you all at Central covered the £870 transport costs and I 
can only offer my gratitude and huge thanks as this is always the last step of the 
shoebox process. I really appreciate all the support, encouragement and prayers 
you give to make this possible 
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. 
We have already begun next years appeal as everyone on our November and 
December dance holidays have given us the money to buy a flat pack shoebox 
each…just 50p each has bought us 200 boxes ready to be filled starting in the 
New Year.  
 
If you want to leave any items for the 
boxes at any time please put them in a 
carrier bag and leave in the church 
cloakroom, thank you for all the bags left 
in there this year. 

 
The happiness in these children’s faces is 

just wonderful to see. 
‘To God be the glory great things He has 

done’ 

                                                                                                Cathy Searle 
 

 
 

COME ON YOU 'PIES!! 
 
At long last I've actually been asked to write about my beloved Notts County! 
 
Notts were founded in 1862 and are the oldest professional football club in the 
world.  In 1888 together with 11 other clubs, they became founder members of the 
Football League.  Another interesting fact is that Nottingham Forest became 
members of the Football League a little later because Notts wrote to the League 
asking for Forest to be admitted. 

 
Notts had several grounds including Trent Bridge 
Cricket Ground before moving to Meadow Lane in 
1901. 
 
Having been relegated from the Football League 
some 4 years ago, they are currently top of the 
National League with a record of Played 21, Won 14, 
Drawn 6, Lost 1, Points 48, having scored as many 
goals as any other team in the Division and they have 
conceded fewer goals than any other team in the 
Division.   
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A little earlier in the season Notts created the record attendance for the National 
League, 16,511. 
 
I've been supporting Notts County since 1958 and during this time I've been 
fortunate to see Notts play in all Divisions of the Football League and 
unfortunately the National League as well, but hopefully not for much longer! 
 
In my time watching Notts I have been to many grounds and seen some exciting 
games.  However, one of the strangest experiences was at Workington Town's 
ground, who are no longer in the League, one Tuesday evening when on arrival 
some 2 hours before kick-off there were hundreds of people milling around on the 
car park outside the ground.   
 
Unfortunately none of them were there to watch the match.  They were there to 
take part in a tradition that was called 'Uppies and Downies' which was a version 
of the Shrove Tuesday Ashbourne Football.  Thinking about it this could well have 
been on a Shrove Tuesday.  
 
I've witnessed Notts play several times at Wembley winning promotion play-offs 
and the Anglo-Italian Cup Final. I've also been in attendance at some very 
interesting local derbys with Forest.    
  
The 2 that tend to stick in my mind are one at the City Ground where Forest 
defender John Winfield put the ball in his own net to give Notts a late winner; the 
other and probably more memorable was a game at a packed Meadow Lane 
when Notts defender Charlie Palmer headed a very late winner for Notts.   
 
What is particularly memorable, and unfortunately I can't locate the photograph, 
was the look of despair on the faces of the 7,000 Forest supporters behind the 
Kop goal!  I thought you also might be interested to know that I'm used to being a 
minority as all the way through infant, junior, and senior school I was the only 
Notts County supporter as all my contemporaries were Forest fans. 
 
I will finish on another fact, and that is that Notts County and Nottingham Forest 
are the 2 closest Clubs in England, separated only by the River Trent. 
 

John Pritchard ⚽ 
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NEW CHRISTMAS SONGS (PT 1) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas, 
I’m waiting for Christmas, 
hoping this Christmas, 
for something more 
this Christmas, 
just like that first Christmas, 
I’m hoping this Christmas, 
means so much more 
 
Prophets we’re waiting 
and looking for hope, 
their world felt in darkness, 
the people felt alone… 
They clung to a promise 
from God through the years 
that He’d send a saviour 
To save them from fear. 
 
And to the world a baby came, 
To bring them peace, and you know his 
name: 
It’s Jesus, the baby was Jesus, 
born that first Christmas, so long ago. 
 
This Jesus, made a big difference, 
to all of the people he ever met: 
 
Shepherds were watching 
their sheep in the night, 
when Angels in bright lights 
sang songs of great Joy. 
They ran to the manger 
And there met this boy 
Had an encounter 
And ran home with joy: 
, 
Praising God for all he’d done, 
To bring them joy, and you know that 
boy: 
It’s Jesus, the baby was Jesus, 
born that first Christmas, so long ago. 
This Jesus, made a big difference, 
to all of the people he ever met: 
 

Wise men were watching 
the skies for a sign. 
A star in the Heavens, 
then became their guide. 
It led them to Jesus’, 
where they worshipped him, 
Gave gifts in thanks for 
The love God had given: 
 
Thanking God for all he’d done 
To bring them love in this, his Son: 
It’s Jesus, the baby was Jesus, 
born that first Christmas, so long ago. 
This Jesus, made a big difference, 
to all of the people he ever met: 
 
People were living 
Their ev’ryday lives, 
when, now grown up, 
Jesus came walking by 
and healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
Taught them how to live 
With peace, hope and joy 
How to love all mankind. 
And that’s what I want this year, 
What I’m meaning when I say: 
 
It's Christmas, 
I’m waiting for Christmas, 
hoping this Christmas, for something 
more 
this Christmas, 
just like that first Christmas, 
I’m hoping this Christmas, 
means so much more. 
 

https://youtu.be/gq-6Z-nJpeI 
 
 

Marc Williamson. 

https://youtu.be/gq-6Z-nJpeI
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REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR FOOD COLLECTION 
 

 Just a quick note to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who took part and contributed to 
our reverse advent calendar food collection 
this year. It was lovely to come into church 
on a Sunday evening and not be able to get 
to the lectern. Not I hasten to add because 
the congregations didn’t want me to preach 
(or at least I hope not) but because of all the 
shopping bags crammed full of food that will 
be much needed by struggling people and 
families accessing the food bank this year 

 
 

TAKING THE CHURCH INTO CARE HOMES 
 

Over the past few months Rev John, latterly accompanied by Nikki, has been 
going into several local care homes to conduct short acts of worship for the 
residents there. 
 
The first of these to start back in the spring was Connect House Care Home, 
situated just off the A611 just before City Hospital. This was a chance encounter 
as Rev John was the first minister they contacted to go and do a service who 
actually replied!  Rev John has been going in once a month on a Wednesday 
afternoon to lead the resident and occasionally staff in a 40 min act of worship.  
 
Closer to home Rev John has been going into Hazel Grove Care home, off Farley 
Lane on the 1st Sunday of each month in the afternoon and this month alongside 
Nikki, took our first service based on the Nativity story at Buddleia House, on Croft 
Avenue. 
 
It is always uplifting to see how many of the residents who are suffering from 
dementia suddenly come alive and join in with the singing when hearing familiar 
hymns and songs. This is especially when we say the Lord’s Prayer together. One 
gentleman, a former church organist, even mimics the actions of playing along to 
the hymns. Many of these residents will have been brought up in the church and 
so whilst they might no longer be able to attend services, this is an opportunity for 
the church to go to them and assist them in continuing to live out their faith.  

 
Rev John 
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WARM SPACES 

 
Churches together in Hucknall, Linby and Papplewick are pleased to announce 

that the following venues are hosting events for those members of our local 
community who are perhaps in this current economic climate struggling with the 
cost of fuel and an increasing sense of isolation. Why not come along and just 

drop in for a chat, a cuppa and some company. You will find a warm welcome, a 
listening ear or simply a space to just be. 

 
Central Methodist Church Baker Street Hucknall NG15 7AS                             

(Opposite Market Square) 
Friday Coffee morning 10am – 12 pm 

Contact Revd John Wiseman 1005 963 3627                            
jwiserev@hotmail.co.uk                       

www.hucknallmethodistchurch.com 
 

East Side Methodist Church, Cavendish Close                                                                       
(off Bestwood Rd), Hucknall NG15 7PB 

Wednesday community coffee 10am – 12 pm 
Thursday Soup and a roll lunch 11.30am -1pm 
Contact Revd John Wiseman 0115 963 3627    

 jwiserev@hotmail.co.uk                          
www.hucknallmethodistchurch.com 

 
Salvation Army, High Street, Hucknall NG15 7HJ 

Tuesday, Friday, Saturday  Coffee morning 9am – 12 pm 
Thursday Over 60’s club 1.30pm – 2.30pm 

Contact Captain Gayner Ward  0115 963 4881         
 hucknall@salvationarmy.org.uk           www.salvationarmy.org.uk/hucknall 

 
St Mary Magdalene Church, Marketplace, Hucknall, NG15 7AS                                 

Thursday Renew Wellbeing cafe 1pm – 3pm                                                             
'A safe space where it's OK to not be OK' 

Contact Revd Helen Chantry 0115 874 7369                                            
stmarymh@outlook.com      

www.hucknallparishchurch.org.uk   

mailto:jwiserev@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jwiserev@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.hucknallmethodistchurch.com/
mailto:0115%20963%204881
mailto:hucknall@salvationarmy.org.uk
mailto:stmarymh@outlook.com
http://www.hucknallparishchurch.org.uk/


Connec╬ 
 

 
St Michael & St James Church, Main St, Linby, NG15 8AE 

We are hoping to offer a Warm Space in Jan / Feb.                         
More details to come as soon as our plans are finalised. 

Contact Revd Trevor Raff      0115 963 2346    
stmichaelstjames@gmail.com       

www.stmichaelstjames.wordpress.com 
 
 

 
The King’s Family Church, Derbyshire Lane,  Hucknall NG15 7JX 

Tuesday Renew Wellbeing cafe 10am – 12pm                                                             
'A safe space where it's OK to not be OK' 

Wednesday Connect Coffee House 10am – 12 pm 
Thursday Warm Space 10am – 12 pm 

Friday 10am – 12 pm Connect Coffee House 
Contact Pastor Ashley Stewart 0115 9630023.   

info@kingsfamilychurch.com                             
www.kingsfamilychurch.com    

                                  
 

Watnall Rd Baptist Church, Watnall Road, Hucknall, NG15 7LD 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday  The Coffee Shop  9am-12pm 

Wednesday Renew 34   10am-12pm                                                                               
'A safe space where it's OK to not be OK' 

Wednesday  Natter – Over 65’s 1.30pm -3pm 
Contact Rev Simon Robinson 0115 840 0225                     

info@wrbc.co.uk                                                                     
www.wrbc.co.uk 

 
 

West Hucknall Baptist Church, Ruffs Drive, Hucknall, NG15 6JN 
Monday 9am – 12pm Coffee and chat 

Wednesday (alt weeks) Cafe: a chance to chat and eat 
Thursday Coffee and Chat 9am – 12pm 

Contact: 0115 9631433                                                                                              
Email  info@westhucknall.co.uk 

 www.westhucknall.co.uk                                                             
 
 
 

Please check with the individual churches for more details 
 

mailto:stmichaelstjames@gmail.com
http://www.stmichaelstjames.wordpress.com/
http://www.kingsfamilychurch.com/
mailto:info@wrbc.co.uk
http://www.wrbc.co.uk/
mailto:info@westhucknall.co.uk
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westhucknall.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6646c6f5b66a474c77e608dadc75a47c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638064695073591070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uyqX1v629H5ZgZswPl1F7PG0nmeYbwKLTmQKnCnzkAU%3D&reserved=0
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A big thank you to everyone who braved the cold to attend the Christmas Cracker 
Quiz on Sunday 11th Dec. It’s a good job our original date had to be changed due 
to a double booking in the church as it would have clashed with a certain football 
match. Who says God doesn’t work in mysterious ways. 
 
It was a really lovely atmosphere full of chat and laughter, with people from our 
two churches, other churches in Hucknall and those who don’t attend a church 
coming together to enjoy some seasonally festive and occasionally competitive 
fun. 
 
Whilst some might have struggled with the Christmas film round, the opening 
series of questions asking people to identify lyrics from ‘well known’ Christmas 
carols was enjoyed by all, especially when it came to giving the answers which 
was done by the assembled masses in song. It might not always have been 
tuneful but it was certainly joyful. 
  
Trying to get on Rev John’s wavelength for some of the questions proved a 
challenge, and there was some ‘debate’ about a couple of the answers but they 
did managed to induce a mixture of laughter and groans when the solutions were 
revealed especially the question which asked.... What did Vladimir Putin try send 
Volodimer Zelenski  for Christmas? To find out go to the very last page. 
 
A big thanks to Cath, Graham and Jill who formed a team in the kitchen to provide 
us with some sizzling sausages as a half time treat.  
 
Keep your eyes and ears open for the next quiz which will be sometime in the 
Spring, possibly on the theme of ‘Time’ 

Rev John 
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T4U SHOEBOXES 2022 (PT 2) 
 

The sorting, checking and cartoning of T4U 

Shoeboxes took place in the ShoeAid building at 

Basford once again this year and it was great not to 

have the Covid restrictions we have been working 

under for the last two years.  We were certainly kept 

busy, 3,132 shoeboxes passed through our hands, 95 

more than last year.  We never cease to be amazed at 

the care and love some folks take in packing a 

shoebox, there were loads of lovely items enclosed 

which should result in very happy faces at Christmas.    

 

 

 

The first lorry left Evesham on 26
th
 November bound 

for Romania and a second lorry left for Romania also 

on 3
rd

 December, each contained boxes from 

Nottingham.  The 2
nd

 December saw the arrival of 

shoeboxes in Oradea, Romania, others left for Moldova 

on 5 December.  The status of lorries either having 

delivered or in transit as at 11 December is as shown. 

 Wendy our team leader is once again travelling out to 

help distribute the shoeboxes in Romania and will no 

doubt have lots of photos and information to share at 

our next get-together. 

                                                                                                              Brenda Roworth 
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EXPLORING DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAYS 
 

 

Saturday 25
th

 February Bestwood Park Church 
10am – 12PM 

Save the date!!! 
 

Following on from the successful Circuit sharing day back in November, the staff 
and circuit leadership team thought that it would be good to keep the momentum 
going.  
So on Saturday 25th February between 10 and 12 midday, there will be an 
opportunity for ‘everyone’ to come along and explore in more detail or perhaps for 
the first time how we as a circuit, as church and as individuals might explore these 
different discipleship pathways. How might we ‘equip transformation through 
God’s love’ in the communities in which we live 
 
We have already had a head start having encountered and engaged with  the 
Methodist Way of Life in services and discussion groups earlier this year. And for 
those of you who notice what is being displayed when you come into church you 
will have seen one of our notice boards in the foyer  at Central has devoted to 
these pathways for the past couple of months. 
 
This event is not just aimed at the stewards or church council members but at 
YOU.    Who knows how God might be calling you to become engaged with one of 
these areas of discipleship Perhaps by coming along you might discover just how  
 
 

CHRISTMAS AT SOUTHWELL MINSTER. 
 
In April 2001 I took early retirement from a fulfilling career in education and by 
June 2001 was a fully fledged volunteer with the Education team at Southwell 
Minster. I work within a team(many of whom are also retired teachers)drawn from 
across the diocese under the leadership of our education officer and I love it. 
We work across the age range from Foundation to Key Stages1,2and3(that is 
nursery, infant, junior and secondary in old money!) 
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We are charged with delivering the Religious Education 
curriculum to schools across the city, county and on 
occasion further afield. 
 
It is an absolute privilege to share with the pupils/students 
and adults the beauty of the Minster, the activities and my 
faith. 
 
In the season of Advent it is an absolute joy to share our 
activities with the classes of younger children who are so 
excited as they look forward to Christmas. 
They enjoy stories, craft, drama, dressing up, singing, 

trails around the Minster, meeting shepherds and kings whilst following a star to 
discover the real reason for the season. 

 
For the past 3 weeks I have the lyrics from a singing game sung to the tune of the 

Hokey Kokey in my head; the chorus of which I think says it all. 
Me, you and baby Jesus  
Me, you and baby Jesus  
Me, you and baby Jesus  
That’s what it’s all about! 

Gillian Bakewell 
 

 
 

The community soup and a roll lunch at East Side continues to grow by word of 
mouth. We are averaging 10 members of the local community who meet for food 
and friendship every Thursday between 11.30am and 1pm. Top of the charts at 
the moment with regards the soup on offer is a close race between carrot & 
coriander and pea and ham. It’s good to see familiar faces returning week after 
week as well as some new ones dropping in as the ‘good news spreads’ 
 
Speaking of good news we had a surprise visit from the environmental health 
people at Ashfield council who were happy that due to the very minimal actual 
food preparation that is involved with the lunches, our policies and procedures 
were deemed suitable to allow us to continue.  
If you haven’t come along yet there is still time before Christmas with an extra one 
thrown in between Christmas and NY                              Rev John and the team 
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NEW CHRISTMAS SONG (PT 2) 
 

Humble Emmanuel 
 

Teach me to be humble, kneel me down 
Lead me to the manger, show me what they found: 

Shepherds in their watching, heard angels song 
Having met you, left rejoicing 

Praising what you’d done: 
 

Come and worship, bow before him 
For this baby is Emmanuel 

Teach me to be humble, kneel me down 
Lead me to the Christ-child, show me what they found: 

 
Wise men in their wondering, came upon a star 

Followed, bowed, and worshipped 
Discovered who you are: 

 
Come and worship, bow before him 

For this child is Emmanuel 
 

Teach me to be humble, kneel me down 
Lead me to the tomb Lord, show me what they found 

Mary in her sorrow weeping at your loss 
Found her world in darkness 

Defeated by a cross 
Mary in her sorrow heard you call her name 

Met her lord and savior, risen from the grave: 
 

Come and worship, bow before him 
For this saviour is Emmanuel 

Come and worship, bow before him 
For my saviour is Emmanuel 

 
https://youtu.be/1RHZbEHm3Zk 

Marc Williamson 
 
 

 
 

https://youtu.be/1RHZbEHm3Zk
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Some of you will have been to the new Bestwood 

Church building; some of you might even have 

sampled some of their wares at the circuit sharing day. 

Here is a little bit of background about the new cafe 

venture there. 

 

Pulp Friction is a social enterprise that works 

alongside our members who are adults with learning 

disabilities and/or autism to develop their work ready 

skills. Since September 2022 we have been based at the café attached to 

Bestwood Park Church.  

 

The café is our hub – we meet every morning for a morning meeting after 

which a group of our members travels by mini bus to the Emergency Services 

joint headquarters near Burntstump where we run the canteen. The remaining 

members either work in the café with Teresa our café manager, or they work 

with Beth our gardening project manager in the allotment plot beside the 

church, and some work with our grow and learn staff to develop other skills.  

We often have craft sessions and have recently made lots of Christmas craft 

items to sell at our canteen at the 

joint headquarters. 

 

The Bestwood cafe is open to the 

public and we have started to 

build up a regular clientele. On 

the menu we have sandwiches, 

bacon cobs, toasties and home-

made cakes amongst other 

things. We offer a selection of 

teas and real coffee. Our 

members are becoming confident 

baristas-we will make you feel 

very welcome so come and join us for a coffee one day soon. Above are details 

of our new initiative ‘Try it Tuesday’ 
 
 

Teresa, Angela and the Pulp Friction team 
 



Connec╬ 
 

DEACON JULIE: CITY CENTRE PIONEER PROJECT 
 

The opportunity to begin new work in the City centre is both exciting and 
challenging. We continue to seek people who will join us in prayer and also as 
members of our Core Team which is the decision-making group at the heart of the 
work. 
 
The current good news is that we have seen a property which we think would be 
ideal for our needs. It was previously a beauty 
salon on St James Street and is presently called 
Body and Soul.  
 
If plans go ahead, it will give us space for a 
coffee shop, another area that could be used for 
small groups or one to one conversations, plus 
an office and a worship area. It doesn’t need a 
great deal of work doing to it which is also ideal. 
 
Details have been sent to TMCP (Trustees of 
Methodist Church Premises) and conversations 
are also taking place with the Landlord and 
Estate Agents. 
Please pray that, if this is the right place for us to be, everything will go through 
smoothly and the building will be available to us as soon as possible.  
If you feel that God might be calling you to get involved with this work, please 
contact Deacon Julie at juliem70x7@hotmail.co.uk. 

 
IT’S YOUR MOVE  

 
It's Your Move is an impactful resource tool brimming with 
advice, activities and real-life testimonies. For the past 20 
years, over 2 million children moving to secondary school 
have received It’s Your Move, supporting them through 
that move.  
 
This 80-page book covers all the issues of concern for a 
young person, with features on getting to school, doing 
homework, finding your way around as well as covering 
some of the more difficult aspects of starting life at 
secondary school including making friends and bullying. 
 
 



Connec╬ 
 

Churches Together in Hucknall, Linby and Pappelwick have partnered with local 
schools and Scripture Union to present as many of these 'It’s Your Move' books 
as possible to children about to make this transition. At our recent joint service 
held at Central,  
 
It was suggested that perhaps churches or individuals might wish to help with the 
cost of providing this great resource to children in our local area. It would then be 
hoped that working alongside Engage, who have offered to help share the costs, 
that we would be able to cover all those for whom this would be a great gift. If you 
would like to help then please contact Rev John 
 
 

FLINT STREET NATIVITY 
 

If you've ever been part of the preparation and/ or the 
performance of a children's Nativity play, then this will 
definitely resonate with you. 
  
Several of us from Phoenix went to see it at the Lace 
Market Theatre.  The clever script brought out 
many characteristics of a set of primary aged children.  
 
There was the girl with a tendency to bully. 
She'd been given the part of an angel but was 
determined to be Mary, providing her own "baby 
Jesus". There was the organiser, the girl who told 
everything how it is, the boy who was hoping his real dad would come to the play, 
the girl who was told by the bully who she could befriend, and so on.  
So some parts were quite poignant. But it was essentially funny, with the usual 
mishaps, sickness, forgotten words, ill fitting costumes etc.  The words they 
adapted to well known carols effectively told their individual stories.  
It was good to go back to the Lace Market. It’s been a while. 
 

Happy Christmas from us all at Phoenix.   Rosie Hayler 
 
 

EAST SIDE KITCHEN...ALMOST THERE 
 

A couple of months ago a small delegation of Dave Godden, Bev Severn and I 
went up to the Wren kitchen showroom in Mansfield to finally make a move re our 
kitchen redevelopment.  We were like children let loose in a sweet shop with too 
many potential choices on offer. Thankfully, Tim, the kitchen designer had more 
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patience than Job and guided us through the process via his computer modelling 
on a giant TV screen. After a couple of hours we had the 1st draft of that the 
kitchen might look like. 
 
Then this week Graham Daft, Alan Randall and I returned to ask a whole load of 
questions about the 1st draft, finance and a whole host of other things as well as 
adding some finishing touches to the initial design. At the time of going to press 
we will have paid a 10% deposit to secure the price, which falls within the 
allocated funds we have secured through various grants, so fingers crossed the 
actual work will start ‘sometime’ in February 2023.  

Rev John 

 
Angels of Love 

 
A lovely, knitted angel 
Dangling from a cord 
Waiting to be chosen 

Yet very much ignored 
The day was growing colder 

And darkness drawing in 
Would no-one choose this angel 

Who would take her in? 
 

Then suddenly the eyes of a child 
Lit up as she gazed at her find 

And yes, she could take her home 
How could anyone be so kind 
To knit such a beautiful angel 

And leave her there just for me 
I’ll take her home where she belongs 

And place her on top of my tree. 
 

Thanks to those lovely people 
Giving time and love to create 

A simple thing of beauty 
Trusting by fate 

That someone’s heart will lighten 
And a heartfelt message relate 

Through a simple act of kindness 
Celebrating a very special date 

 

Brenda Rowarth 
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TODDLERS AT CENTRAL 
 

 
 
There has been a proposal that in the New Year we try to resurrect a Toddler’s 
Group here at Central. It is not clear what shape or form this will take, only that it 
is ‘highly likely’ it will be different to how it was pre Covid. If this is to happen we 
are going to need a team of safely recruited volunteers who have / are willing to 
undergo the required safeguarding checks. 
To ensure that any volunteers are not over stretched helping out at this project I 
would anticipate we would need approx 12 people who feel that God is calling 
them to this form of ministry. Is that you? 
 

CIRCUIT NEWS 
 

Please hold in your prayers Deacon Jenny and her husband Rev’d Ali. Jenny is 
currently off work on long term sickness and has asked that her current 
appointment here in the NNE circuit be curtailed due to external circumstances. 
Please hold Jenny and Ali in your thoughts and prayers as they enter the 
stationing process in the hope that they will be able to find suitable appointments 
in close geographical proximity to each other. 
 
Rev Andrew will also be leaving us in September to become Commander in Chief 
of Methodist in Wales (or something like that). Please hold Andrew and his family 
in your thoughts and prayers as he makes this transition.  
To replace Andrew, the NNE circuit has submitted a profile for a probationer 
presbyter to join us, with pastoral charge of Nuthall, Aspley and Awesworth 
churches. We should hear in early January 2023 if we have been successful and 
would expect any prospective new staff member to come and visit the circuit soon 
after 

 
And finally....So what did the Vladimir Putin try send Volodimer Zelenski  for 
Christmas? The answer of course in some Minsk Spies!!! 
 

The next edition of Connect will be out in the Spring.                         
Keep an eye out for further details in the New Year. 



Connec╬ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


